MARSHFIELD AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION MEETING
June 9, 2014

Meeting called to order 7:04 PM at the Town Hall, Hearing Room 3.
Attending: Lorrie Dahlen, Sarah Garretson Lowry, Karen Vieira, Melody Quine

Absent: Marta MacFarland, Susan Keith, Carolyn Housman, Annie Massed, Carleton Chandler
Guest: Jen Mundt

The minutes from 5/13/2014 and 5/19/14 meetings were reviewed and approved.
Lorrie motioned to accept the minutes of 5/13/2014 and 5/19/14 as amended, Karen seconded the
motion. All members present approved the minutes as amended.

Treasury Report Balance $3,724.02

$98.75 will be added from Community Garden plots and Adopt-A-Seedling donations.

Agricultural Commission Member Renewals

Members up for renewal include: Carleton Chandler, Annie Massed, Karen Vieira, Marta
MacFarland and Melody Quine. All members present agreed to state their willingness to serve the
BOS.

Update on Adopt-A-Seedling

Set up for this event was held Friday May 16, 2014 from 3-6 PM. The set up went smoothly and
was necessary for a successful start the next day.

On Saturday, the adoption day, the hours were 9:15- 2 PM .Volunteers signed up for times to come
both Friday and Saturday for coverage.

830 seedlings were raised by commission members, 576 seedlings were adopted at the event.
The remaining organic seedlings were donated to the South River School gardens, which was
greatly appreciated. The Council On Aging ( COA) also offered seedlings to continue with the
adoption process the donations were split between the COA and the Marshfield Agricultural
Commission.

The total donations from this event was $1,333.75.

Update on Community Gardens

The deer fence is fully repaired and will make it another season.

The hand pump for the water supply is being fixed. Jen has spoken with Doug MacFarland and he
is aware the gardens need access to water.

The Marshfield DPW may be donating rain barrels to the community gardens.

Jen reports there are five new community gardeners this year.



Lorrie will place an announcement in the Marshfield Mariner that there are 4 garden plots still
available.

Weeds are an issue in the community gardens, we recommend cover cropping any plots which are
not being used. Melody made a motion to approve a budget of up to $250.00 for rototilling and
purchasing green manure seed. Lorrie seconded the motion and all present were in favor.

Lorrie will purchase a combination lock for the community garden shed.

Update on Right to Farm Issue

Ms. Mary Jenkins purchased land at 0 Canoe Tree Way West, the property is in arbitration. The
commission wrote a letter of support to Ms. Jenkins as requested by Town Council.

Ms. Jenkins reported the neighbors would drop the lawsuit if she she didn't have horses or
buildings on her land. A hearing was held May 20,2014 at Plymouth Land Court.

Tomato Contest

The tomato contest which the commission hosted last year in August will be skipped this year.
It was decided due to time constraints, the effort to get the area reconfigured for the Farmers
Market and host this event is too much on our resources.

Working session on Public Relations subcommittee

Tabled

Next meeting will be held Monday, September 8, 2014 in the lunch room in town hall.

Lorrie motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM. Sarah seconded the motion and all were in
favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Garretson Lowry, Secretary



