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November 4, 2015 
 
 
Our Veterans Day Parade was cancelled, by the Marshfield Veterans Parade Committee, due to low turnout by 
the public.  Our town government had nothing to do with the cancellation nor did our budget.  The money was 
available for a parade.  I was shocked but not surprised when the parade was cancelled.  The low turnout has 
been observed by the committee for many years.  It is perceived as the result of changes in society such as both 
parents working, businesses being open conducting business as usual, employers giving a “floating holiday” in 
place of Veterans’ Day, etc.  The committee, made up entirely of some of our most dedicated Veterans, 
recognizes and greatly appreciates that there are many people in Marshfield who take the time to observe the 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day Parades and Ceremonies.  The committee has observed that the number of 
observers has dwindled significantly over the years.  In their eyes, what used to be a national holiday observed 
by all has been diminished to just another day off because businesses remain open and people have to work.  
They remember the days when businesses were closed for Veterans Day and Memorial Day and nearly 
everyone went to the parades and ceremonies to recognize our Veterans and then spent time with family.  This 
no longer seems to be the case.  The committee has decided to put more effort into the Memorial Day Parade 
and Ceremony with hopes of greater participation by the public. 
 
We hope to see you at our Veterans’ Day Ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park.  You are also welcome to 
participate in our Memorial Day Parade and Memorial Day Ceremony, or perhaps you would like to help place 
flags on our Veterans graves in our cemeteries on Memorial Day and Veterans Day, or attend the school 
programs honoring our Veterans each year.  Marshfield continues to honor its Veterans in many ways.  We look 
forward to you joining us. 
 
Have a great day! 
 
 
 
William C. Dodge 
Veterans’ Service Officer, Director 
Master Chief Petty Officer, US Navy (Retired) 

 
 


